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sister's widower, but she would not listen to his proposals. She
concluded a peace with Prance in the first summer of her reign,
and treated the ambassadors who came to sign it with great
splendour and festivity. King Henry II. of France within one
month after this solemn treaty was signed, made his young
daughter-in-law, Mary q\ieen of Scots, assume the arms and title of
queen of England at a tournament at Paris. The death of that
able sovereign, who was slain by a splinter of count Montgomery's
lance, wounding him while tilting on that very occasion, delivered
Elizabeth from her most formidable enemy, and left her oppor-
tunity, by intriguing with Mary's disloyal subjects in Scotland,
to avenge herself amply for the affront that had been given her.
Mary and Francis never repeated it, but it was never forgiven by
Elizabeth.

Elizabeth's great favourite was lord Robert Dudley, son of the
beheaded diiko of Northumberland, and brother of lord Guildford
Dudley, Ho was the same age as the queen, born in the same
hour, and was prisoner in the Tower at the time of her confine-
ment there. His wife, Amy Hobsart, a wealthy heiress, whom ho
had married with great pomp in the reign of Edward VI., he
resolutely kept in retirement. Ho was loaded with wealth and
proferrneutB by the qxteen; and it was supposed that she would
have married him if he had not been the husband of another.
Tho death of poor lady B/obort Dudley occurred under very
suspicious circumstances, which formed a serious objection to his
marriage with the queen.

The first pair of knitted silk stockings or hose ever made in
England was presented to queen Elizabeth for a new year's gift,
1560, by her silk-woman. The queen, who had hitherto worn
hose made of cloth, was highly pleased with this elegant acquisi-
tion to her wardrobe, and never used any other. The pattern
originally came from Spain.

Elizabeth very early assumed the proud position of tie pro-
tectress of the reformed church in Europe; and supplied both the
French Hxiguenots, and Flemish Protestants with the means of
resisting their oppressors. She restored the coinage to its proper
value both in England and Ireland. Her gold coins were peculiarly
beautiful; they were sovereigns, half-sovereigns, nobles, half*
nobloR, angel a, half-angels, angels and a half, and three angels,
crowns, and half-crowns. Her silver money comprised crowns,
half-crowns, ahillings, sixpences, groats, threepences, twopencos,
pennies, halfpennies, and f arthingR: no copper money was coined
before the reign of James L The queen came to the Tower by
water, July 10, to visit her mints, on which occasion she coined